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By TERRY JORDAN 
0 ne or the biggest point-totals in the career or MU basketball 
player Lynn Hardy came last 
fall, after the 6-2 guard from Detroit 
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had completed bis eligibility. Hardy 
earned a 3.0 grade point average, 
landing him a spot on the dean's 
honor roll, and will graduate this 
summer with a bachelor's degree in 
agriculture. 
"People ask me why someone from 
the city would major in agriculture," 
says the soft-spoken Hardy, who play-
ed basketball four years at MU aocl 
holds the school record for most steals 
in a career, 194. "lt'ssimple:Growing 
up in Detroit, I figured I knew almost 
everything about the city. I didn't 
know much about the country. Isn't 
that what college-learning- is all 
about?" 
Hardy was one of 189 MU athletes 
honored at a breakfast April 12 for 
carrying at least a 3.0 GPA in one of 
the past two semesters. That repre-
sents 44 percent of the athletes com-
peting in Mizzou's 16 team sports and 
is an outstanding figure, says Chris 
Sinatra-Ostlund, director of MU's 
Total Person Program, which mon-
itors athletes' academic pl"Clgfe$. 
In an era when it has become 
common to read of schools losing top-
notch athletes to poor grades, MU 
stands tall. Consider these achieve-
ments: 
.;. Nine athletes achieved 4.0 
GPAs in fall 1988. 
Ce Seven women's basketball play-
ers- roughly three-fourths of the 
team- registered 3.0 GPAs or higher 
in one of the past two semesters. 
~Sixty-seven athletesweresele.ct-
ed to the 1987-88 Big Eight Confer-
ence Honor Roll, which requires a 
varsity letter and a 3.0 cumulative 
GPA. That figure is the largest in the 
University's history. 
C- A 2.98 team cumulative GPA 
for women's golf; a 2.82 team cumula-
tive GPA for women's tennis; and a 
2.81 mark for women's track. The 
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highest-ranking among men's teams 
in cumulative GPAs are golf, 2.80, 
and baseball, 2.62. Basketball was 
2.29 and football, 2.17. 
.;. An overall 2.47 cumulative 
GPA for athletes at MU. "This com-
pares with an average 2.6 GPA for the 
student body," says Sinatra-Oslund. 
"And we foresee our averages rising 
in the future." 
Graduation rates for athletes are equally consistent and in some 
cases outshine figures for the 
regular student body. Of the 23 foot-
ball players who entered MU as 
freshmen in 1983, nine had graduated 
by fall 1988, for a 39 percent rate. In 
comparison, of all freshmen who 
entered MU in 1983, 26 percent had 
graduated after four years and 36 
percent had graduated after five. 
"And football is a sport that has a 
number of high-rnk students," Sinatra-
Ostlund says. 
She adds, however, that graduation 
rate figures can be misleading. "Let's 
say a student attended classes here 
two years and transferred in good 
academic standing to another univer-
sity. Since that student did not grad-
uate from MU, it would count against, 
and bring down, our graduation rate. 
But there is an excellent chance a 
student like that would go on to grad-
uate from the other university." 
T bus, the adjusted graduation rate was OOm, taking into ac-
count those students who leave 
the University in good standing. 
Mi220u outpaccs the average in this 
category also. 
During the period from 1981 
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through 1986, MU'sadjusted gradua-
tion rate in football was 65 percent. In 
comparison, the NCAA Division I 
average for the same period was 50 
percent. In pure graduation rates in 
football, MU stood at 50 percent in 
those six years. compared with the 
NCAA average of 33 perc:enl 
Sinatra-Ostlund says the Big Eight 
Conference has not released surveys 
comparing graduation rates among 
member schools. The Des Moines 
Register did a survey of Big Eight 
graduation rates in 1980 and it put 
MU's football graduation rate at 41 
percent- the highest in the confer-
ence ... And I would think we still 
would be at the top, or near the top, in 
the conference today," she adds. 
What has made the difference at 
MU? It starts at the beginning, Sinat-
ra-Ostlund says, when athletes are 
recruited. 
"We look for good grades-or at 
least the potential for good grades-
as well as solid athletic ability. Our 
coaches tend to stay away from stu-
dents who may be Proposition 48 
casualties." New head football coach 
Bob Stull is emphatic on this point. 
"We recruit on character," he says. 
It's no coincidence that one of Stull's 
top recruits, quarterback Kent Kiefer, 
had a straight-A average last year at 
Phoenix College in Arizona. 
Under Proposition 48 guidelioes, 
freshmen failing to attain a 15 on the 
ACT and a 2.0 GPA in 11 core high-
school cl~ are ineligible to play 
until they raise their grades in college 
courses. During the three years Prop-
osition 48 has been in effect, MU has 
given four scholarships to football 
players ruled ineligible under the 
guidelines. Of those four, one left the 
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Basketball Probe Continues 
At the last A lumnus report, Coach Norm 
Stewart was in the hospital recovering from 
colon cane.er surgery; assistant Coach Bob 
Sundvold had been suspended and the 
basketbaJI program under investigation for 
possible NCAA violations; and the Tiger team 
was ranked third in the nation. Here's an 
update: 
Although Stewart has not returned to work 
full time. he continues to recuperate and gain 
strength. There is no indication that he will not 
return to guide the Tigers next season. 
Sundvold has been reinstated. effective May 
I. He was suspended Feb. 8 after reporting to 
Athletic Director Dick Tamburo that he had 
purchased airplane tickets in violation of 
NCAA rules for former basketball player P J . 
Mays, so Mays could return to Cincinnati to 
check on his high-school lraJOOipt. The 
University hired a Chicago law firm that 
specializes in NCAA matters to investigate the 
Sundvold situation, as well as other aspects of 
the basketball program. 
MU isn't under official NCAA investigation, 
but the NCAA has joined MU in the probe. 
The Mays portion is completed; Tamburo 
says the University is comfortable with the 
findings; therefore the reinsutemenL Tamburo 
hopes the entire investigation will be 
completed by the time school starts this fall, 
but he emphasizes that his first priority is for a 
thorough investigation. 
Through all of this, the Tiger players had a 
great season. Under interim Coach Rich Daly, 
Mizzou finished with 29 wins-the most in 
MU history- and advanced to the "Sweet 
Sixteen" of the NCAA ToumamenL They 
became the first Big Eight team to win the 
conference postseason tourney four times and 
finished the regular season ranked sixth 
nationally. - Ste..e Shinn 
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University and the other three raised 
their GPAs, enabling them to play. 
Only one basketball player has 
been ruled ineligible under Proposi-
tion 48, and he left school. "Proposi-
tion 48 really hasn't affected us the 
way it has a lot or other schools, .. 
Sinatra-Ostlund adds. 
And the Total Person Program-
in which high-riskstudenlS are paired 
with tutors and placed in mandatory 
study halls in the morning and even-
ing-has helped tremendously. Just 
ask Lynn Hardy. 
"The program gave me discipline 
and study skills, " saysHardy, 23, who 
was assigned to study hall every even-
ing his first two years at MU and also 
to a tutor. " I learned to study bard at 
least two hours every night, and at the 
same time every night. I still adhere to 
that schedule, even though I'm no 
longer required to. It works." 
A strict study schedule was new to 
Hardy, who grew up in the same area 
or Detroit as other MU cagestandoulS 
Doug Smith, Lee Coward and Nathan 
Buntin. It was a tough part or town. 
"One day two guys were having a 
kn ire fight on our front porch," Hardy 
recalls ... My mother came out and 
one guy had his kn ire against the other 
guy's throat I don't know what she 
said to them, but she broke it up." 
He was the first recruit in what 
would become MU's "Detroit Con-
nection." " I remember Coach [Nonn) 
Stewart coming to our house and tell-
ing my mother they would give me 
extra help and attention to make sure 
I graduated- that I wasn't just com-
ing to Missouri to play basketball. She 
was a little hesitant at first, but when 
he said that, it turned everything 
around." 
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Hardy says he was an "average" 
student in high school, and he strug-
gled at MU in the beginning. But the 
discipline imposed by the Total Per-
son Program began paying off, and he 
gradually improved his GPA. His 3.0 
GPA 1astrall came in a 13-hour clas.s 
load. 
H ardy's£avoriteclassesareagron-omy and horticulture-which 
OJntrast sharply to the environ-
ment in which he was raised. "'Yes, I 
know," he says with a smile . .. I like 
things like that because they' re so 
different It's been run learning about 
all or it" 
Still, the temptation to end. his 
academic career early has been great. 
Hardy traveled to Europe with an 
exhibition basketball team over the 
semester break this year, and returned 
to the United States with five job 
offers. He turned them all down- for 
now. 
" I want to get my degree first," he 
says. .. , promised my mother I would, 
and besides, I know eventually I will 
want to get into some ronn or counsel-
iag or teaching. Without a degree, 
that would be impossible ... 
He was listening closely as Chan-
cellor Haskell Monroe addrCSKd the 
athletes at the April 12 breakfast 
"We hope you are as successful in life 
as you already have demonstrated 
you can be," Monroe told the group. 
.. As time goes on, the scores or the 
games will not matter that much, but 
the scores or your life will count" 
Hardy grins . .. You know, I think 
you can do anything you want to do if 
you set your mind to it," he says. "I 
haven't always £elt that way, but I do 
now." 0 
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Among the 189 Mizzou student-athletes hon-
ored at the awards breakfast April 12 were 
nine who attained 4.0 grade point averages in 
fall 1988. 
They are Chris Lowe, Sikeston, Mo., root· 
ball; Colleen Hunter, New Madrid, Mo., 
women's gotr; Jim Knoesel, St. Louis, men's 
go1r; Tara Ayno, Massapequa, N.Y., worn· 
en's track; Kenyon Holmes, Fenton, Mo., and 
Steve l.autenschlager, LaOerty, Mo., men's 
track; Sherri Gentry, Osage Beach, Mo., and 
Cathy Mader, Kansa.s City, volleybal~ and 
Bobby Crawford, Broken Arrow, Okla., 
wrcsding. 
Twelve athletes won Academic All-Big 
Eight first team honors, whK:b requires a 3.0 
GPA in the previous academic year and 
oulStanding performance in their spon. They 
are Stephen Ackerly, Tulsa, Okla., men's 
swimming; Sharon Bax, Freeburg, Mo., wom-
en's basketball; Smiley Elmore, Tulsa, Okla., 
and Chris Jensen, Marshall, Mo., football; 
Gary Leonard, Belleville, RI., men's basket-
ball; Greg Warren, Kirkwood. Mo., wrest-
ling; Jodi Harrison, Cape Girardeau, Mo., 
and Mary Houghton, St Louis, gymnastics; 
Amy Snook, Columbia, and Patricia Heck-
man, St. Joseph, Mo., women's tenais; and 
Charles Aetcher, Chesterfield, Mo., and Carl 
Moeller, Blue Springs, Mo., baseball. 
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